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Passing the Torch - Old and New, Tried and True
Special Points of
Interest

If you can believe it or not,
back in the first week of
March, PTK of Ohio held its
annual Awards Convention
at Marion Technical College.

• 2020-2021 Officer
Team
• Alumni Spotlight

The excitement began on
Friday evening, where fun
activities such as rock
climbing, zombie escape and
board games welcomed old
and new faces to the
convention.
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The next day presented some
very inspirational sessions.
Informational breakout
sessions, the Scholar
Bowl and speech
competitions rounded out
the day.

In the evening, many
deserving chapters, chapter
officers, regional officers,
and advisors received
awards for their hard work
and dedication to PTK’s four
pillars: Scholarship, service,
fellowship and leadership.
The induction of new Alpha
of Ohio members and
officers also were a highlight
of the evening.
Thank you to all who made
this event possible!
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2020 - 2021 Officer Team
Brenda Jarvis, CAO.S.AAS

Email: brenda.jarvis.ptk@gmail.com

Alpha of Ohio Alumni Association President 2020-2022
I graduated Sinclair Community College in 2015 with an Associate’s Degree in Hospitality
Management, Culinary Arts. I served in many positions within my chapter, Nu Pi, and within
the Ohio Region. I live with my Significant other of 20 years, have 25 and 18 y/o daughters;
the eldest has her Master’s from Ball State and my youngest is embarking on her college
education this fall. I currently work for the Kroger Company, as many of us have had our
lives turned upside down this past year. My parents are 86 and 90 y/o and have been a great
inspiration to me. I have many critters in my house, love nature and music.
#IAMSTILLPTK

Sharon Putney, BSSW

Email: smeputney@centurylink.net

Alpha of Ohio Vice President
Human & Social Services Graduate of Marion Technical College, 2019
Bachelor of Science in Social Work, The Ohio State University, 2020
Sharon is currently a graduate student at The Ohio State University who plans to graduate
with her Master’s in Social Work from the Stillman College of Social Work in 2021. Sharon
has been diligent in her studies since she entered community college in January, 2017.
Sharon’s goal is to become a hospice social worker, possibly focusing on pediatric hospice.
Sharon’s family has been pivotal in her success as a non-traditional student. She and her
husband David celebrated their 31st wedding anniversary this year with their two adult
children, Hannah and Collin. Hannah, a fellow social worker working the LGBTQ+
community, opened Sharon’s eyes to the world of social work. Her son, Collin, is an aspiring
musician. Their home is in rural Union County in Central Ohio. Sharon’s goal is to find a
therapy dog to help her comfort dying patients.

Grace Blatt, AA, BA

Email: geoflags3@gmail.com

Alpha of Ohio Communications Coordinator
Associative of Arts from Lakeland Community College, 2019
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Cleveland State University, 2020
Grace graduated with her BA in psychology from Cleveland State University with a 4.0 and will
be returning to Cleveland State University this fall as a graduate student pursuing a MA in
clinical psychology. Grace has served as a chapter officer at Lakeland Community College
(Alpha Psi Rho Chapter) from the Fall of 2017 through the Spring of 2020. Grace is currently
employed by the Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities and works as a Good
Life Ambassador where she speaks and trains a wide variety of audiences about disability
awareness, etiquette, and what it is like to live on the autism spectrum. Grace hopes to become a
neuropsychologist and find biomarkers for neurodevelopmental disorders such as autism. Grace
lives with her three sisters, mom, and aunt in Cleveland, Ohio.
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Email: kspindler@egcc.edu

Contact Advisor for Alpha of Ohio
Karen Spindler is the Program Director of Business Management at Eastern Gateway Community
College and also a Full-time Faculty, Curriculum Chair, the Alumni Advisory Board for Ohio Region,
Contact Advisor for Alpha of Ohio and the Chapter Advisor for Alpha Omicron Nu at Eastern
Gateway Community College. Karen completed her Associates degree at Eastern Gateway
Community College in 2012 in Business Management, her bachelor’s degree in 2013 from Chancellor
University in Business Administration with a minor in Accounting, her Master of Business
Administration with a minor in Accounting at Franklin University in 2014. She is in her Doctorate
Degree for Business Administration, graduation date 2023. Karen is a NISOD Excellence Award
Recipient for 2019 for her outstanding achievements for student success. Among her duties at Eastern
Gateway Community College, Karen is a single mother of 4 daughters ranging in age 11 to 30. She
also has two granddaughters. In her spare time, she likes to ride her Harley Davison Freewheeler in the
Tristate area where she grew up.

Paul Gurzynski

Email: paulgurzynskijr@gmail.com

Member-At-Large of Alpha of Ohio
Paul Gurzynski Jr. is from Toledo, Ohio. Held the office of chapter President when he was at
hocking college energy Institute. Hocking college is also where he achieved his associates
degree in construction management. When he became an alumni he was elected member at
large in 2015. Then was President from 2017 till 2020. Paul is seeking his bachelor's degree at
the moment in construction science.
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A Message from our President

August 1, 2020
Hello Alpha!
I certainly hope that everyone is doing okay in the
midst of the craziness that is our world today.
The great Cindy Carbone would say, “Adapt and
Thrive”. Well, we have certainly been put to the test.
We are sGll forging ahead to assist any of the Ohio
Region Chapters with anything they may need. Touch
base with your home chapters, even if just words of
encouragement. Although logisGcs have become very
diﬀerent, a brief check in from an Alumnus can make a
huge diﬀerence in their outlook and making deadlines
for scholarship applicaGons and projects.
For those of us who are older and those of us who are
extroverted introverts, the lack of fellowship or having
to conduct fellowship on line is very diﬃcult. Our
mental well-being is crucial, always, but especially in
these Gmes. Reach out to one another. We are sGll
accomplishing great things every day. Acknowledge
those things.
In addiGon to Relay for Life (August), we will be seeking
out individuals to create a volunteer database for our
LBTQIA+ community! hVps://freemomhugs.org/ is an
organizaGon to support this community. From
parGcipaGng in Fundraising to just being an open ear to
an individual who is struggling in these Gmes. Another
aspect of this organizaGon is to volunteer to be a ‘Stand
in Parent’. This is so great!

As part of a volunteer database, you can become connected to a
couple who is celebraGng a union or wedding ceremony. If they
have no family, or their family has alienated them because of
their coming out, you ‘stand-in’ as their parent to help them
celebrate their glorious occasion!
I am so glad that some of you were able to join us for our ﬁrst
ever Digital/Virtual conference held July 18th, 2020. It was so
amazing to have so many representaGves from Headquarters
present for our conference- including ALL 5 InternaGonal
Oﬃcers! We will convene again October 17th, 2020 for
Leadership in AcGon Conference via Zoom.
Alpha is in the beginning stages of working with Headquarters
to make our Marketplace an on-line store! It is going to be
quite the task, but hopefully we will be up and running by
October.
Now more than ever, we need help ﬁnding our ‘Lost Alphans’. If
you are in contact with any previous Phi Theta Kappa Members,
please direct them to update their email on PTK.org.
I hope you are all well and navigaGng these Gmes with the
determinaGon that you have always had! I am eager for the
Gme when we can all convene together again, but always,
We Are SGll PTK.

Sincerely,
Brenda Jarvis
Alpha of Ohio President
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Alumni Spotlight: Nick Gesell & Denny Simpson
Nick joined as a student at Cincinnati State Technical
& Community College, in 2004. Denny joined as a
student at Cincinnati State, in 2009. Nick became
involved as a student leader, as President of the
chapter on the same day he was inducted. Denny
graduated a month after he joined, so never became
active at the student level. When we started dating,
Nick “forced” Denny to join, because it was such an
important thing for him. We’ve both continued to be
involved as Alumni members, wherever we’re
needed.
Wax on candles:
At Denny’s first International Convention, he didn’t
know many people and didn’t always know what was
going on. We usually help out a lot at the Marketplace
tables, to help support the region, and Denny hatched
an idea: make a Phi Theta Kappa candle. (Denny
started making candles after his mother asked for a
candle for Mother’s Day one year. Her favorite scent
and color wasn’t an option anywhere (purple and
vanilla), so Denny tried to make a candle. She got a
five pound blob of purple/brown wax that didn’t
smell very much and didn’t burn very well, but he
kept trying.) Well, the region approved, Headquarters
staff approved, and the Phi Theta Kappa candle was a
go! So Wax On Candles was born. We’ve learned a
lot about making silicone molds, and even more
about candle making. We’ve made around 300 Phi
Theta Kappa candles over the years, and plan to
continue again for as long as folks continue to buy
them.
What They’re Doing Now:
Denny works in the hotel industry, recently moving
into his dream job. Until COVID-19 hit, when he was
laid off. But the plan is to get back and continue:
working with large group and convention events. In
the interim, he’s working at a liquor store (for his
hotel boss’ husband.)

Nick works in the IT field, and is currently between
contracts. With COVID and job downtime, we’ve been
working on our wedding! We’re getting married
September 12th of this year, on our 12 year anniversary.
(Nick’s Best Man is also a PTK alumni: he was the
outgoing president when Nick was inducted into the
chapter.)
‘Causes':
Something that’s been important to us through a lot of
our lives has been music: Denny has played piano since
he was seven and continue with band through High
School; Nick was in Band and Choir in school through
High School as well. When Nick graduated, he joined a
nearby community band, playing with his High School
band director. After we were dating, Denny decided he
wanted to get back into playing with some of his high
school friends and joined a community band, then Nick
joined at the next season. We both continue to play in the
same band, we’ve joined another new group together,
and Denny’s performed with three additional groups. We
both hold leadership roles in at least one band each.
We’re also involved in our churches: Denny is the Music
Director at his church and Nick is the Communications
Coordinator and part of the choir at his church. We both
represent our churches at local trainings and events,
including the Reconciling Ministries Network movement
within the United Methodist Church in the Greater
Cincinnati area. Reconciling Ministries works to more
acceptance and access to members of the LGBTQ+
community, including same-sex marriages and openly
gay/lesbian clergy.
https://
www.theknot.com/
us/denny-and-nick
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Howdy Bear I Update
Howdy Bear I has spent time with Paul
Gurzynski and Howdy sure looks like he’s
having some fun times!

page 6

