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This Awards convention featured
keynote speaker, Shawn Harper who
is a business owner and a former NFL
player. His words of wisdom regarding
being “All In!” and always giving 110%
inspired many.
From informative breakout sessions to
PTK headquarter updates from Pattie
Van Atter, everyone definitely learned
something new.
And, of course, there was the
presentation of all the Hallmark
awards later that afternoon.
Congratulations to all award and
scholarship recipients on your hard
and faithful work in Phi Theta Kappa!
You can find a full list of awards by
clicking this link: https://ohioregion.ptk.org/portals/21/videos/2021Ohio-Conference.mp4

Unfortunately, this awards convention
was the last for some. It was a
bittersweet moment to say farewell to
our 2020-2021 regional officers who
have led with determination and a
supportive spirit during this hard time.
All of the Ohio region wishes them
well on your next chapter of life!
The “sweet” part of the
bittersweetness was welcoming the
new Ohio regional officers that were
inducted. The Ohio region is excited to
see what they have in store for us this
year and we know you all will do an
excellent job!

Shawn Harper

Alpha of Ohio Alumni Association

Page 2

2021 - 2022 Officer Team

Alpha of Ohio Alumni Association President 2020-2022

Brenda Jarvis, CAO.S.AAS
Email: brenda.jarvis.ptk@gmail.com

I graduated Sinclair Community College in 2015 with an
Associate’s Degree in Hospitality Management, Culinary
Arts. I served in many positions within my chapter, Nu
Pi, and within the Ohio Region. I live with my Significant
other of 20 years, have 25 and 18 y/o daughters; the
eldest has her Master’s from Ball State and my youngest
is embarking on her college education this fall. I
currently work for the Kroger Company, as many of us
have had our lives turned upside down this past year.
My parents are 86 and 90 y/o and have been a great
inspiration to me. I have many critters in my house, love
nature and music.
#IAMSTILLPTK

Alpha of Ohio Vice President
Human & Social Services Graduate of Marion Technical College, 2019
Bachelor of Science in Social Work, The Ohio State University, 2020
Master of Social Work, The Ohio State University, 2021.
Sharon recently graduated with her master’s degree from The
Stillman College of Social Work on May 9, 2021 with a focus on aging.
Sharon has been diligent in her studies since she entered community
college in January 2017.Sharon’s goal is to become a hospice social
worker. Sharon’s family has been pivotal in her success as a nontraditional student. She and her husband David celebrated their 32nd
wedding anniversary this year with their two adult children, Hannah
and Collin. Hannah, a fellow social worker is working in the palliative
care field. Hannah opened Sharon’s eyes to the world of social work.
Her son, Collin, is an aspiring musician. Their home is in rural Union
County in Central Ohio. Sharon’s goal is to find a therapy dog to help
her comfort dying patients.

Sharon Putney, LSW, MSW
Email: smeputney@centurylink.net
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Alpha of Ohio Communications Coordinator
Associative of Arts from Lakeland Community College, 2019
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Cleveland State University, 2020

Grace Blatt, AA, BA
Email: geoflags3@gmail.com

Grace graduated with her BA in psychology from Cleveland State
University with a 4.0 and will is currently a graduate student pursuing a
MA in experimental psychology also at Cleveland State. Grace has
served as a chapter officer at Lakeland Community College (Alpha Psi
Rho Chapter) from the Fall of 2017 through the Spring of 2020. Grace
also is currently employed by the Cuyahoga County Board of
Developmental Disabilities and works as a Good Life Ambassador
where she speaks and trains a wide variety of audiences about
disability awareness, etiquette, and what it is like to live on the autism
spectrum. Grace hopes to become a neuropsychologist and find
biomarkers for neurodevelopmental disorders such as autism. Grace
lives with her three sisters, mom, and aunt in Cleveland, Ohio.

Alpha of Ohio Treasurer/Marketplace Coordinator
Associate of Applied Business in Cybersecurity,
Associate of Applied Business in Information
Technology, and Associate of Applied Science from TriC Eastern Campus
I am a student seeking a career at the forefront of Cybersecurity. I have
a great interest in governmental opportunities and ethical hacking. I am
continuing to work on getting certifications and complete a bachelor's
degree in cybersecurity from Western Governors University. I also have
an interest in minoring in philosophy sometime in the future. Though I
was born with a genetic disorder called Klinefelter syndrome and have
a learning disability called Auditory Processing Disorder, I do not allow
these to limit my potential. I served as President of Alpha Epsilon Eta
(Tri-C East) for two years which was an indescribably wonderful
experience. I continue to enjoy supporting my chapter even though I
have graduated. I have a passion for listening to music, working out,
gaming, reading, journaling, and playing the piano. My immediate
family involves my mother and my sister.

Connor House, AAB, AAB, AAS
Email: connor.house.ptk@gmail.com

Alpha of Ohio Alumni Association
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Contact Advisor for Alpha of Ohio

Karen Spindler, MBA
Email: kspindler@egcc.edu

Karen Spindler is the Program Director of Business Management at
Eastern Gateway Community College and a Full-time Faculty, the Alumni
Advisory Board for Ohio Region,Contact Advisor for Alpha of Ohio and the
Chapter Advisor for Alpha Omicron Nu at Eastern Gateway Community
College. Karen completed her Associates degree at Eastern Gateway
Community College in 2012 in Business Management, her bachelor’s
degree in 2013 from Chancellor University in Business Administration with
a minor in Accounting, her Master of Business Administration with a minor
in Accounting at Franklin University in 2014. She is in her Doctorate
Degree for Business Administration, graduation date 2023. Karen is a
NISOD Excellence Award Recipient for 2019 for her outstanding
achievements for student success. Among her duties at Eastern Gateway
Community College, Karen is a single mother of 4 daughters ranging in
age 12 to 31. She also has two granddaughters. In her spare time, she
likes to ride her Harley Davison Freewheeler in the Tristate area where
she grew up.

Stay Tuned for the
Launch of the
Marketplace

Alpha of Ohio Alumni Association
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A Message From our
President

April 21, 2021
There is so much to reﬂect on for this past year, but one
thing is for certain, Ohio Region is on Fire!!

Alpha sUll has opportuniUes for oﬃcer posiUons and
CommiKee Chair posiUons.

True that there have been an integral parts missing as we
fellowship on line, but we persevere knowing that we will
fellowship together again soon.

Join us to help the Ohio Region Excel even further!

If you were unable to be part of the Zoom regional Awards
Conference ‘Go out with a Bang’, here is the link!
hKps://ohio-region.ptk.org/portals/21/videos/2021-OhioConference.mp4
Shawn Harper was such a phenomenal Keynote Speaker.
Former NFL lineman and now, moUvaUonal speaker and
author of ‘The Winning Edge’, and CEO of a mulU-million
dollar Security Services Firm headquartered in Columbus,
Ohio.

Catalyst 2023 will be in Columbus, Ohio!!! It is also the
35th Anniversary of the Ohio Region! We are hoping to get
as many Alumni there as possible!
I hope to see many of you throughout the year at
conferences and other engagements. With the ﬁrst
coming in August in MarieKa for Honors in AcUon and an
awesome boat ride down the Ohio river for Friday
Evening Fellowship. Fingers crossed!
If you would like to assist us in hosUng a fellowship or
other engagement event, please e mail:
Alphaofohio87@gmail.com!

‘Winners focus on what they are going to do, not what
they are going through’.
A goal oriented approach is how the Alumni Oﬃcers are
looking to the coming year—and we are going to challenge
you right along with us! From fundraising for scholarships,
to increasing our membership and engagement, as well as
personal visions and goals!
I would like to welcome Connor House to the oﬃcer team
as Treasurer/Marketplace Coordinator. Lucky for us,
Connor is a tech genius compared to most of us!

Sincerely,
Brenda Jarvis, CAO.S.AAS
President, Alpha of Ohio Alumni AssociaUon

Alpha of Ohio Alumni Association

If you are a “techie”, then this year’s PTK Catalyst
was made with you in mind. From green screens to
a virtual college fair and marketplace, there was
something for everyone!
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The Ohio region was also recognized as a region of
excellence. Thank you to Victoria Orifrice for being
our amazing Division I representative! We loved
working with you!

Catalyst lasted for three days starting on April 8th.
The PTK Catalyst is known for having the best
keynote speakers and this year was no different.
This year we heard amazing presentations from
Platon and Heather McGowan.
Connor, who is our newest Alpha officer, reflected
on Platon’s keynote. Here is what he said about
Platon’s presentation.

“I enjoy that he doesn’t focus on the politics of
people, nor focus on the ‘correct’ people to
photograph, but simply someone with a story. The
focus on the faces and bodies of history. It’s a
reminder not to judge a book by its cover. I felt an
odd connection with his subjects’ expressions. I felt
with his art connection. A human level connection.

The Ohio region also received many Hallmark
awards at this year’s Catalyst!

Paragon award for New Advisors

Shirley B. Gordon Award of Distinction

Shari Brooks
Beta Gamma Epsilon Chapter
Stark State College
North Canton, Ohio

Dr. Kevin Boys

Continued Excellence Award for Advisors
Matthew Hiner
Alpha Psi Rho Chapter
Lakeland Community College
Kirtland, Ohio
Distinguished Chapter Advisor Team
Alpha Epsilon Eta Chapter
Cuyahoga Community College – Eastern
Highland Hills, Ohio
Christopher Faciana
Samantha Posey

SOUTHERN STATE COMMUNITY
COLLEGE
OHIO
Distinguished College Administrator
Awards
Cindy Carbone
OAKLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE
MICHIGAN
Advisor Five Star Completions
Shari Brooks
Beta Gamma Epsilon Chapter
Stark State College – North Canton
Campus
Ohio

Richard A. Clever
Alpha Omega Pi Chapter
Owens Community College – Toledo
Area Campus
Ohio
Holly Mason
Alpha Theta Zeta Chapter
Central Ohio Technical College –
Newark Campus
Ohio
Beth Vaughn, CPA
Alpha Alpha Alpha Chapter
Zane State College – Main Campus
Ohio
(Continued on next page)

Alpha of Ohio Alumni Association

Nick Wahle
Beta Gamma Sigma Chapter
Cincinnati State Technical & Community –
Main Campus
Ohio
Nancy Weissman
Beta Upsilon Beta Chapter
Cuyahoga Community College –
Westshore Campus
Ohio
Top 100 Chapter
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Five Star Chapters
Alpha Nu Lambda Chapter, Clark State
College
Alpha Epsilon Eta Chapter, Cuyahoga
Community College
Beta Upsilon Beta Chapter, Cuyahoga
Community College
Chi Omega Chapter, Cuyahoga
Community College

Beta Upsilon Beta Chapter
Cuyahoga Community College –
Westshore
Westlake, Ohio

Alpha Omicron Nu Chapter, Eastern
Gateway Community College

Distinguished Chapter Award

Phi Pi Chapter, Lorain County
Community College

Alpha Omicron Eta Chapter
Southern State Community College
Hillsboro, Ohio

Alpha Psi Rho Chapter, Lakeland
Community College

Alpha Omicron Eta Chapter, Southern
State Community College

Distinguished Honors in Action Project
Award

Beta Gamma Epsilon Chapter, Stark
State College

Beta Upsilon Beta Chapter
Cuyahoga Community College –
Westshore
Westlake, Ohio
Theme 2 – Natural and Constructed
Environments
Sustainable Agriculture and Healthy
Eating: Returning to Traditional Methods

Alpha Rho Gamma Chapter,
Washington State Community College

Distinguished College Project Award
Alpha Omicron Eta Chapter
Southern State Community College
Hillsboro, Ohio
Health Ambassador College Project

Alpha Alpha Alpha Chapter, Zane State
College
Regional Award for Excellence:
Fellowship
Transfer Readiness
OHIO REGION

Alpha Rho Gamma Chapter
Washington State Community College
Marietta, Ohio
Feeding the Hungry

Congratulations to all
Hallmark award
recipients!

Regional Coordinator
David Sigmund
Associate Regional Coordinator
Richard Clever
Regional Officers
Melissa Miller
Breanna Napper
Ronald Salazar
Yudai Yamamoto
Andrea Young
Distinguished Regional Officer
Melissa Miller
Ohio Region
Breanna Napper
Ohio Region
Five Star Regions
Ohio Region
Five Star Alumni Association
Alpha of Ohio Alumni Association
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Alumni Spotlight

Leslee Townsend
Alpha Nu Lambda
2008-2011:Clark State Community College
Chapter President and Chapter Vice President
I started Clark State as a single mother of two children- 3 and 6
years old (now 15 and 18). I worked two jobs as well. I have
always worked since I was 14 years old.
Alpha Nu Lambda was in a rocky place when I joined. We had
less than 10 members. I dedicated myself to awareness,
recruitment, and engagement. It began with Project Woman.
We rallied students and professors alike into a compeUUon to
obtain donaUons for this cause. We ended up with over 200
home starter kits for abuse vicUms/survivors. It was amazing!
I entered into my career as a case manager for individuals with
Developmental DisabiliUes. I lost my job in October of 2019. I
was 7 ½ months pregnant and decided to take my ﬁrst break
from working. I had my 4th child in January 2020. Pending a
surgical procedure, I was ready to get back to work.
Then----COVID.
My son is special needs and requires absolute 24 hr.
supervision. So with a newborn and a 2yr old, a family
decision was made for me to be a stay at home mom. I
thought this meant a ‘break’ for me and Ume to spend with my
kids who I rarely had quality Ume with. I did not realize what it
meant to be in the house with two teenagers and two very
young children with liKle to do than go outside.

We played, we taught each other, we cried, we fought, we
craned, and we laughed a lot to keep from losing our minds. But
most of all, we bonded. Being a stay at home mom is the most
diﬃcult thing I have ever done, Seriously!!
In the summer, I wanted to go to work, but did not want to go
into my ﬁeld because case management requires a lot of work
outside of work. I just wanted to go to work and come home.
Factory work was a fail and I do not care for the warehouse work
I am currently doing. So, I am back to looking into my ﬁeld.
All these experiences have shown me that I need to be in an
environment to help others, to make the world a beKer place for
all of us.
Phi Theta Kappa has given me so much life enrichment. I have
made my very best and lifelong friends because of Phi Theta
Kappa. The leadership skills stay with you:
• Believe in yourself
• Believe in your thoughts
• Speak up for your own ‘out of the box’ ideas
• Be creaUve in your soluUons to issues/conﬂicts
• Empowerment as a whole has been the most beneﬁcial to me
and what I try to give unto others.
I am now a mother of 4 and a ﬁrst Ume Grandma!
#IamSUllPTK

Alpha of Ohio Alumni Association
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Alumni Spotlight

Dawn Foster
Owens Community College Alpha Omega Pi
To the best of my knowledge our chapter has gone dark,
however I do help out with InducUons when needed.
Unfortunately, my work / life schedule doesn’t allow very
much wiggle room to be able to parUcipate in Chapter /
Region projects or events. Although I have donated a
crocheted doll for a Region AucUon and renew my PTK
license plates every year.
Running for InternaUonal oﬃce was an awesome
experience! It took a lot of debate with myself to decide
to run, but once I ﬁnally made the decision, I am so
happy that I did. Gerng everything in order prior to
convenUon was what now seems like a piece of cake
compared to the whirlwind of events that go on during
NaUonal ConvenUon. I enjoyed gerng out of my
comfort zone, for instance doing a live on-stage interview
which was just short of nerve racking. I loved meeUng
new people throughout the year and especially during
ConvenUon. My Campaign team was awesome and
although we didn’t come close to winning It isn’t always
about the win it is about what you take out of it and any
experience that you gain from it.

Currently I am working for Lowe’s Regional
DistribuUon Center (RDC #990) in Findlay. I have been
there for ﬁve years. I am an On-the- Job Trainer and
Senior Power Equipment Trainer. I have parUcipated in
our Performance Instructor program which is the next
step to becoming a Supervisor. I am currently serving
on our Safety Team working on various safety projects
to step up safety awareness in our facility. Our eﬀorts
were recognized last year being the safest RDC with
and ORI (OSHA Recordable Incident) rate of less than
1%.
I believe that through Phi Theta Kappa I have been
able to ﬁne tune and create skills that have helped me
get to where I am today. Understanding how people
learn has helped me to beKer train other employees
to the various job funcUons that we have in the facility.
Through Lowe’s I parUcipate in our Hero’s Program
each year helping out on whatever community project
we are doing for that year. Past projects have been
repainUng and repairing Fostoria Parks, construcUng
and renovaUng elementary school playgrounds,
renovaUon on a storage facility that helps ﬁre vicUms
just to name a few.

